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VoL. XVII 


ADVERTISING. 


The veterinary profession, like other callings, 
must submit to the conventionalities of life. If it 
desires the social position accorded to other pro- 
fessions it must do as they do. It cannot follow 
the others by imitating a portion of their methods 
and discarding a part which is thought to be less 
profitable to the individual. The clamour which 
has been raised about higher education, and Univer- 
sity connections, would seem to imply a desire for 
special distinction and an approximation to the 
standard of the older professions. If this is not so 
then we must say that a good deal of our recent 
corporate energy has been generated on false 
grounds ; and that whilst we are willing to receive 
the kudos attached to learning and discipline, we are 
unwilling to give up the material advantages desired 
by tradesmen. 

We must make up our minds which direction we 
intend to take. If we wish to become professional 
men we must submit to discipline and follow the 
line of other professions. If we decide that our 
object is merely to obtain the best pecuniary return 
for our work we must rest satisfied with a position 
that no other profession is willing to accept. 

Such callings as law, medicine, stockbroking, 
and some others, absolutely forbid advertising. Are 
we to accept their standard or not? There is no 
half-way—we must either advance as professional 
men, or adopt the methods of the “ greengrocer.” 
We can choose either, but we cannot combine the 
two. 

There is nothing disreputable in advertising per se. 
Purveyors of soap, onions, or motor cars are 
respectable men, and some make money and _be- 
come Members of Parliament. But there is an 
obvious distinction between advertising material 
objects and advertising special skill. You can try 
an advertised soap and judge the result. You can- 
not try professional skill and judge of the result 
unless you are an expert. The layman accepts with 
simple faith the advice given him, and when results 
are not quite as expected the tact or falsehood of 
the expert may save the position. _ —_ 

Advertising your special skill is simply sounding 
your own trumpet, and it is not the best musician 
who makes the most noise. If the College permits 


advertising as a method of getting practice it simply 
makes the way easy for the man with most cunning 
and the thickest hide. The person with no regard 
for the feelings of others, with least scruples about 
veracity, and with an unconcealed hatred of science is 
the most fitted to gain success by advertising. Prob- 
ably all of us are agreed that advertisement of our 
special skill should not be allowed, but there are 
many who think freedom should be given to practi- 
tioners who feel the effects of competition with 
sellers of drugs and nostrums. Draughts, powders, 
and pills, lotions and liniments are necessary agents 
in the practice of medicine and surgery. ‘Tons of 
these things are sold by men who know nothing of 
therapeutics and still less of disease. Veterinarians 
who have spent time and money in acquiring know- 
ledge resent the intrusion of these quacks and 
humbugs. They also, not unnaturally, think the 
stock-owner would purchase medicines from them 
if these advertising drug vendors did not intervene. 
To meet the competition of quacks some practitioners 
propose that they should be allowed: to advertise 
their own preparations. This seems to be a move 
based upon the fallacy that “two blacks make a 
white.” We are unanimous in condemning the 
trade in quack medicines—surely it is illogical to 
offer competition with that we condemn. The only 
decent way to compete is to put your own  stock- 
medicines and preventives up as neatly and nicely 
as do the traders, and take care that the com- 
pound is better than theirs. We do not put the 
same value on drugs our fathers did, and we put 
more value on our advice. Cut down the price of 
drugs and double the charge for visits and advice. 
Really we cannot blame the stock-owner for his 
faith in “‘something in a bottle ”’—for his belief 
that every disease has a specific remedy which may 
be nicely wrapped up and applied when necessary. 
The practice of medicine—human and veterinary — 
has for centuries been run as a mystery, and now 
that its practitioners are a little more enlightened, 
and honest enough to drop the mystery, the quacks 
come in by scores to supply what the honest ex- 
pert is gradually akandoning. Some day the stock- 
owner will cease to demand what is useless when it 
is not dangerous, but his day of enlightenment will 
not be expedited if the veterinarian condescends to 
rival the quack in maintaining the imposition, 
We cannot with decency allow that there is any 
argument in favour of M.R.C.V.S. being allowed to 
advertise medicines. No argument 1s required to 
support the position that they must not advertise 
their skill —that is accepted by all save a few cranks 
und here and there a needy or greedy practitioner. 
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“ Careful observation makes a skilful practitioner but 
his skill dies with him. By recording his observations 
he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and assists by 
his facts in building up the solid edifice of Pathological 
Science.” 


ESCAPE OF INTESTINE FOLLOWING 
CASTRATION.—RECOVERY. 


Mr. Leeney’s article on ‘‘ Escape of Intestine 
After Operation” described in your issue of April 
8th, 1905, recalled a somewhat similar case which 
¢came under my notice last year, the facts of which 
were as follows: 

The subject, an Indian country-bred pony, be- 
longing to the Mounted Infantry School here, was 
castrated (irons and clams) at the Station Veteri- 
nary Hospital on March 25th, 1904. 

Half an hour later I had a look at the pony and 
found a small knuckle of small intestine protru- 
ding from the operation wound on the near side of 
the scrotum. 

A many tailed bandage was applied to support 
the bowel and the pony immediately cast and nar- 
cotised with 3iij. chloral hydrate. By this time quite 
half a bucketful of bowel had made its appearance. 

I had the patient placed on his back and the 
extended bowel and the surrounding skin freely 
rinsed with carbolic lotion. I now proceeded to 
exert traction on the bowel with my right hand per 


rectum, gently pushing meanwhile the extended 
portion through the external abdominal ring with 
my left hand. After 30 odd minutes I finally suc. 
ceeded in reducing the whole of the hernia, and 
then put a carbolised tape suture through the lips 
of the external abdominal ring. The scrotum was 
packed with carbolised tow, and the scrotal wound 
sutured with due regard to drainage. 

After rising the animal was placed in a large and 
airy loose box. The same night his temperature 
rose to 102 2-5ths F. and continued to hover around 
this point for the next week, when it suddenly fell 
to normal, remaining there throughout convales- 
cence. 

During the first week the pony was tucked up, 
and showed occasional symptoms of colic ; he, how- 
ever, never refused his food, which was offered 
frequently in small quantities. 

Treatment.— Whilst the temperature continued 
abnormal stimulants and febrifuges were given, the 
bowels being kept slightly relaxed by means of 
small doses of Epsom salts. The stitches of the 
scrotal wound and the packing were removed the 
next day, and the parts thereafter dressed thrice 
daily with antiseptic lotions. The tape suture in 
the external abdominal ring came away three weeks 
later, and the pony was returned to duty on May 
2nd, 1904. 

H. E. Grsss, Lieut. A.V.D. 


Bangalore, Madras. 


FOAL WITHOUT 
FORE LIMBS. 


We are indebted to Mr. Wilson, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Newbury, Berks, for 
the photo of foal. He says :— 


“You will sotice that there are 
no fore legs, not even rudimentary 
ones, the scapulas being both en- 
tirely absent. The rest of the animal 
was normal.” 


FRACTURE BY MUSCULAR 
ACTION. 


Referring to remarks on fracture of 
the os calcis appearing in The Veter- 
inary Record, May 6th, I remember 
seeing a case which occurred in 4 
thoroughbred horse during a hurdle 
race at Christchurch, N.Z. 

The horse was said to have well 
cleared the jump, galloped a few 
lengths and then suddenly pulled up, 
unable to go further. Manipulation 
showed complete fracture of the tuber 
calcis, and the animal was destroyed 
on the course. H. A. Ren. 

Cairo, Egypt. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ACTINOMYCOSIS IN Dogs. 


Nielsen records three cases observed by him 
affecting the pleura and peritoneum and externally 
exhibiting chronic fistulous abscesses, from all of 
which he isolated actinomyces. The disease has not 
hitherto been recorded in dogs.—Iev. Gen. de Méd. 
Vét. 

ANTITETANUS SERUM. 


La Clin. Vét. suggests than in Dalrymple’s 
cases that statistics are misleading, as the severity 
of the symptoms is not recorded, and many of the 
cases would probably have recovered without 
serum. 


CuyLeE AscITiIs IN A Car. 


Vohlmuth had a cat under treatment which 
had had an abdominal swelling for three weeks. 
Paracentesis gave exit to three litres of a curious 
fluid, which in its histology and chemical qualities 
corresponded to chyle. A post-mortem proved this. 
Friedberger and Fréhner have only reported two 
similar cases.—Tver. Zentralblatt. 


Ecurnococcus Cyst IN VERTEBRA. 


An old ox brought for slaughter showed a 
spherical sac in the 12th dorsal vertebra which 
proved to be an echinococcus cyst. There were 
many others in the soft viscera. There are only 
nine previous reported cases of such vertebral cysts 
in Neumann.— Zeitschrift f. F. M. Hyg. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


At meetings of the Board of Examiners held in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow on May 19th for the 
Written, and in Edinburgh on May 23rd, 24th, and 
25th for the Oral Examinations, the following gen- 
tlemen passed their Final Examination and were 
admitted Members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons : 

Dick COLLEGE. 
Mr. 8. Robson 
H. A. Stewart 
A. Taylor 
G. Taylor 
R. W. Thompson 
A. E. Willett 
J. H. McCrea H. W. Stevens 
} Register June 25th. t Register Nov. 8th 
LIVERPOOL COLLEGE. 
Mr. C. Elphick. 


The following passed their Third Examination : 


Guascow COLLEGE. 
Mr. W. D. Blair 


Mr. J. M’Barry 
C. W. Cartwright { 
C. R. Chadwic 
F. Drinkwater 
W. Laing 
A. E. Massy 


Dick CoLLece. 


Mr. J. Taylor * | Mr. A. MeTurk 
H. Andrew | J. A. MeLauchlan 
J. Andrew J. H. Primmer 
J. Cameron L. L. Steele 
W. T. Christie | J. Thomson 
J . A. Gault C. E. Waddy 
S. H. Jelbart W. R. Watson 


Lonpon CoLLece. 
Mr. W. Walker. 
The following passed their Second Examination : 


GLascow COLLEGE. 


Mr. W. Reid Mr. J. Taylor 
E. Meikle W. Henderson 


Dick CoLLEcE. 


Mr. A. Niven 
P. B. Noble 
A. E. Roberts 
P. T. Saunders 
J. C. Storie 
T. Wilson 
A. M. Wylie 


Mr. W. K. Clark 
H.S. A. Dunn 
P. Haugh 
W. A. Grant 
E. C. Howard 
T. Mercieca 
A. McKenzie 
J. G. McGregor 


The following passed their First Examination :-— 


GLASGOW COLLEGE. 


Mr. C. A. Murray * 
W. Kennedy * 
J. Dunlop 
J. Taylor 


Mr. C. MeNeil * 
D. Campbell * 
J. Rae * 
H. Gilmor * 
C. F. Johnston * | 
Lonpon COLLEGE. 
Mr. N. B. Frances. © 
Dick COLLEGE. 
Mr. J. R. A. Jones * 
A. Matthew * 
J. W. Morrow t 
E. J. Nicholson 
J. Robson * 
W. A. Smith 
J. N. Soutar 


Mr. E. Armstrong 

W. Brown * 

F. Bradley 

G. T. F. Budge 

W. E. Charlesworth 

D. R. Crabb 

D. Hannay 

F. Hogg 
Marked thus + passed with First Honours. 
Marked thus * passed with 2nd Class Honours. 

R. Ruraerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. 

Secretary Board of Examiners. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C., 
May, 1905. 
At a meeting of the Board of Examiners for this 
degree held on the 20th inst. Eight candidates 
entered for :the Examination; of this number one, 
owing to a serious accident, was unable to attend 
the Written portion, and the following is a list of 
those who passed, and duly received the diploma. 
Walter Jowett, Liverpool. 
Horace L. Roberts, Manchester. 
W. H. Flook, Rickmansworth. 
P. Connolly, Whitechapel. 
J. M. Walker, West Hartlepool. 
The examiners were Professor J. Macqueen, Mr, 
John Malcolm, and Mr. W. Hunting. 


Mr. A. MeCunn 
W. Hill 


Artuur W. Hii, Secretary. 


5 
with 
suc- 

and 

lips 

was 
yund 
ture 
yund 
fell 
ules- 

up, | 
10W- 
ered 

| 
, the | 
of | 

the 
the 
e in 
eeks 
on, 

for | 
| 
en- 
nal = 
of 
ber 
dle 
vell 
‘ew 
up, | 
ion | 
ber | 
yed | 
le 


760 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 3, 1905 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Rugby, on Tuesday afternoon, May 9th. Mr. W. Hunt- 
ing, of London, (President for the year), occupied the 
chair, and there were also present Messrs. J. Malcolm, 
J. Blakeway, Birmingham ; A. W. Mason, Leeds ; J. W. 
Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; J. Thompson, Coventry ; T. Spen- 
cer, Kettering ; J. G. Parr, (Leicester) ; G. Smith, Tun- 
stall; J. A. Gold, Redditch ; W.H. Brooke, Hands- 
worth ; J. J. Burchnall, Loughborough ; L. W. Heelis, 
Solihull ; F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; A. Over, Rugby ; G. 
Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent ; H. Collett, West Brom- 
wich ; W. Carless, Stafford ; S. J. Marriott, North- 
ampton ; R. Over, J. S. Barber, Rugby ; H. 8. Reynolds, 
Daventry ; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme ; W. 
Grasby ; Daventry ; W. E. Ison, and the Hon. Sec. (Mr. 


_H. J. Dawes, of West Bromwich). The visitors present 


were Messrs. G. Howe, Buxton; W. Packman, Bury ; 
§. Locke, Manchester ; and W. Trigger. 


MeMBERS ENTERTAINED TO LUNCH 


Before the meeting commenced the members and 
visitors were entertained to a splendid lunch by Messrs. 
Over and Barber, of Rugby. 

Mr. W. Hunting proposed the health of Messrs. Over 
and Barber, and alluded to the fact that this was not the 
first time they had received the hospitality of Messrs. 
Over and Barber. 

The minutes of previous meeting were taken as read, 
and signed by the President. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were announced 
from the following :—Profs. Pritchard, M’Fadyean, 
Dewar, and McCall, Messrs. Jermyn, Gibbings, Potter- 
Carter, Pritchard, Brain, Hodgkins, Beddard, F. W. 
Barling, Olver, J. L. Barling, Bainbridge, W. 8. Carless, 
Thackeray, Huband, F. W. Carless, F. W. Wragg, J. E. 
Cartwright and others. 


NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 


Mr. G. Howe, of Buxton, was nominated for member- 
ship of the Association by Mr. Blakeway. 

Mr. D. Rerp Cuatmers, of Birmingham, was elected 
a member of the Association on the motion of the Hon. 
Sec., on behalf of Mr. F. J. Taylor, of Birmingham, 
seconded by Mr. Gold. 


Tue VIsIt OF THE NATIONAL TO BUXTON. 


The Hon. Sec. moved the following resolution of 
which he had duly given notice :—* That a sum of £50 
be contributed by the Association towards the fund for 
entertaining the members of the National Veterinary 
Association at Buxton.” He said the resolution needed 
but few words from him to commend it to their notice. 
They knew how well other Associations had entertained 
the National, and considering that their own Associa- 
tion had invited them this year to pay a visit to the 
Midlands, they were bound to see that things were well 
done. The members individually had already promised 
or guaranteed a considerable sum, but he was afraid they 
would not manage without the proposed grant from the 
general funds of the Association. The expenses would 
be heavy. He might mention that before this year’s 
subscriptions commenced to come in they had a balance 
in hand of £143. 

Mr. Matcotm seconded the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously. 

LystituTe or HEALTH. 

A letter held over from the previous meeting was read, 

inviting the Association to send a delegate to the forth- 


coming Congress to be held in London, of the Royal 
Institute of Public Health. 


On the motion of Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. Thomp- 
son, it was resolved that the Hon. Sec. be requested to 
represent the Association on the occasion in question ; 
and it was further resolved, on the motion of Mr. Gooch, 
seconded by Mr. Malcolm, that the sum of three guineas 
be allowed the Hon. Sec. towards his expenses. 


Tue INTERNATIONAL ConGREsSS AT Bupa PEstH. 


Mr. Macon said he thought they ought to be repre- 
sented at the International Veterinary Congress, which 
was to be held this year in Buda Pesth. It was an 
event of great importance to them as a profession, and 
only came once in every five or six years. He moved that 
this Association send a delegate. 

This was seconded by Mr. Spencer, and after a little 
discussion was agreed to nem. dis. 

Mr. Matcotm then proposed, and Mr. Carless second- 
ed, that the President be requested to attend the Con- 
gress, which was also carried. 

The PRESIDENT, with some little reluctance, accepted 
the engagement, and the suni of twenty-tive guineas was 
voted to him for expenses. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Huntine, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,— My first duty to-day is to thank you for 
the hononr you have conferred by making me your Pre- 
sident for the year. I thank you sincerely, but I cannot 
forget that the position carries with it grave responsi- 
bilities. I have for many years been an honorary mem- 
ber of the Association and so know something of the 
work you have done and of the progress yon have made 
under the chairmanship of many former Presidents. Not 
being resident in the Midland Counties I fear lest my 
tenure of oftice should be detrimental to the best 
interests of the Association, but I am cheered with the 
reflection that my brother officers are strong enough to 
prevent any such catastrophe. I rely also on the good 
nature and professional earnestness of the members to 
prevent the coming year from being fruitless or uninter- 
esting. 

My next duty is to deliver an inaugural address. No 
man who faces the task can but have asked himself— 
what shall I say—what subject or subjects can I diseuss 
without wearying my audience? Goodness knows there 
is scope enough, but time is short and one is compelled 
to decide between a snperficial notice of a number of 
topics and a fuller consideration of one—-or a few. Now 
no discussion of the President’s address takes place, and 
therefore our collective wisdom is not appealed to-— 
a circumstance which suggests to me that itis not worth 
while to devote the time to an attempt at thoroughly 
thrashing out any special subject. 

Lam going to ask the question— What is the value of 
these Associations! What have they achieved ! 

lam nearly old enongh to remember the whole life 
history of all our veterinary associations. Between the 
years 1862 and 1866 the first four of the now prominent 
Associations were founded. The Lancashire, the York- 
shire, the North of England, and the Midland Counties 
were pioneers in, I think, the order I have placed them. 
The West of Scotland Association, if it still survived, 
wight claim some ten years priority of these, and the 
various Schools had each its veterinary medical associa- 
tion years still earlier. 

Although the School Associations probably had very 
little direct effect upon the progress of the profession 
it must be allowed that they did influence it indirectly, 
for had they not been established it is doubtful if the 
various local societies of practitioners would ever have 
been formed. In our student days the College debating 
society tanght some of us to write papers and to discuss 
them ; it cultivated the first desire for companionship in 
professional circles, and fostered the spirit which 1s 
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pleased to interchange ideas with others—to offer and 
accept correction. 

The local Associations of practitioners have covered 
wider ground than those College societies. They have 
had a large effect upon the thought and action of the 

rofession, in fact it may be said that no move of the 

ody Corporate has been made since 1862 which was 
not either initiated, supported, or qualified by the 
veterinary Associations. It is quite possible that the 
splendid progress made by the veterinary profession 
during the last 40 years might have resulted from indi- 
vidual thought and action assisted by the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. and the Principals and stafts of the various 
schools. It is arguable, but to my mind incredible, 
Many of the changes effected in the profession have been 
subjects of heated controversy for a long time previons 
to their adoption, and the force necessary to carry them 
through would not have been applied had there been no 
Associations to concentrate and direct it. These asso- 
ciations are a great power for good or evil, they largely 
control the constitution of our governing body, and they 
imbue the corporate mind with the thoughts and ideas 
they have discussed and agreed upon. 

To arrive at an estimate of the value of local veteri- 
nary Associations there is no necessity to look up the 
details of our progress and see which movements have 
been initiated by them—none has escaped their influ- 
ence, and a brief survey of the profession before and 
since the formation of local societies will enable us to say 
if their influence has or has not been beneficial. 

Previous to the year 1865, and perhaps for a year or 
two later, anyone whoattended the annual general meet- 
ing of the profession in London must have been struck 
by the pel attendance there and by the submission with 
which the doings of a handful of leading men were 
accepted. The provincial practitioner—at least 90 per 
cent. of the profession—had little voice in the proceed- 
ings and less power in the direction of affairs. He was 
such an outsider that he was courteously acknowledged 
by a special toast at the annual dinner, and always re- 
plied respectfully and with deference. About that time 
a change commenced; the dry bones began to move, and 
Lawson, Greaves, Fleming, Taylor, Dray, Cartledge, 
Hunt, and other leading provincial practitioners obtain- 
ed seats on the Council. All of these men were active 
agents in establishing the earlier veterinary associations, 
and their action was soon fruitful in permeating the best 
men all over the kingdom with a desire for progress. 

In 1865 a student needed only to attend two winter 
sessions and pass one examination to admit him to the 
veterinary profession. He entered his College with what 
scholastic training he had, and no one questioned either 
its quality or quantity. Many entered with no greater 
equipment than must now be possessed by a School 
Board boy who passes the 5th standard. 

}radually we have risen to our present requirements, 
when men must study for four long terms and pass four 
different examinations. And they can only commence 
this course of work after showing that they possess the 
groundwork of a liberal education such asis required by 
graduates in law, medicine, and other professions. 

Even those educational exactions are insufficient to 
satisfy our most ambitions men, and we have established 
post-graduate courses of study for those who have the 
energy, time, and money to use them. It has been my 
lot as an examiner for the Fellowship to meet a few of 
the men who have undergone a_ post-graduate course, 
and I am pleased to say that they have all showna 
wider and deeper grasp of professional subjects than I 
expected. Such improvement have I noted that lam 
bound to confess that the time has arrived when our 
examiners must be selected from the younger men. Dr. 
Osler quoted a remark recently that men did their best 
work by forty, began to fail at fifty, and at sixty were 


mostly fit for a lethal chamber. There is a good deal of 
truth in this, and I think that an age limit for exami- 
ners might well be fixed. 

With all our improvements in education, have we sue- 
ceeded in giving the public a better--a more useful prac- 
titioner. | sometimes hear complaints by older men of 
their new ly graduated assistants. It is said the modern 
assistant 1s not as energetic and industrious, not as 
tactful and as good an observer as he was 30 years ago. 
But such complaints were always made. I confess that 
such complaints were made to my personal knowledge 
very loudly some 40 years ago, and possibly not without 
Justification. Some of the older practitioners have not 
quite appreciated the change of thought and manner 
which has accompanied the changes brought about by 
introducing more men into our profession with superior 
education and with social training different to that which 
once marked our graduates. Dispensing in a large 
veterinary practice offers little enticement fora man of 
scientific attainments. Book-keeping is a necessary 
operation in any business, but no one save the gentle- 
man who draws the profits can say the work is so inter- 
esting as to stimulate the energies of the ordinary youth. 
Whilst allowing that the complaints against some of our 
young men--that they want business aptitude and 
object too strenuously against menial labour— are true, 
I would ask if on the other side there is not sometimes 
a greater insistance than necessary on the performance 
of duties not so much professional as commercial. | 
believe the training is good, but it should be remember- 
ed that it can only commence in many cases after the 
youth has graduated. 

This brings me to a suggestion which has often been 
made with a view to further progress—with a view to 
make our graduates more practical, more useful—at any 
rate as assistants. I refer to a compulsory ages or 
apprenticeship. There is a great deal to be said in 
favour of pupilage with a practitioner. The daily details 
of a veterinary practitioner’s life-work cannot be entered 
upon too early, if the man who acts as master and tutor 
possesses not only the practice to show but the charac- 
teristics which will properly impress a youth starting on 
the serious work of a vocation. 

A compulsory pupilage has many disadvantages and 
practical difficulties to contend with. If we compel a 
man to doa thing we should be in a position to guard 
him from some evils and to ensure that he will derive 
advantage from it. Can the R.C.V.S. do this,’ Lf the 
College demands a certificate of pupilage can it be 
tolerably certain that the document is evidence of what 
is required ! Unless the certifieate can be accepted as 
evidence of opportunities afforded and used, it is only a 
form showing wasted time and probably the acquisition 
of bad habits. A certificate from any of our leading 
practitioners would be invaluable, but we all know men 
to whom we should object to bind our sons. Some have 
insufficient practice, some are too erratic, some too busy 
to offer guidance, and a few simply objectionable, 

| think it is too invidious for the Council or the Prin- 
cipals of Schools, or any other authority to select a list 
of practitioners whose certificate of pupilage would alone 
he accepted: To accept anybody's certificate would be 
foolish, if not wicked, and therefore | hold that whilsta 
voluntary pupilage is altogether good, a compulsory one 
would be wrong. 

We all differ in tastes, aptitude, and talents. The 
man who fails in one place is a success at another, and 
the veterinary profession offers many different spheres ot 
action. There are hunting and racing districts — there is 
town and country practice. There are positions as 
teachers at our schools and constant vacancies 1 the 
A.V.D. For those where tastes incline to hygienic work 
and the prevention of disease there are Municipal and 
Colonial appointments well worth having. There is no 
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reason for any graduate to remain a round peg in a 
square hole. He can chose the place for which his 
abilities and tastes render him most fit. 

I believe that the advance of our profession has been 
real and rapid. I believe we turn out better veterin- 
arians now than in the previous generation, and that 
the public are better served than ever before. Whether 
our improvement has ensured a larger remuneration for 
our work is another question. | feel certain that in 
individual cases no such large and profitable practices 
are now made as was the case 30 or 40 years ago. In 
those days a really first class practitioner stood out 
prominently in his profession as much superior to the 
average man. Now we are more on an equality—the 
average man does better and is more worth his hire, 
whilst a number who were no great credit to their call- 
ing have been swept away. 

We all have our individual faults, and each Corporate 
Body seems marked by some special weakness. Doc- 
tors, lawyers, and parsons are not free from weaknesses 


‘which seem specially connected with their callings. 


Veterinarians I fancy have two special faults—narrow- 
ness and omniscience. It may be my comparative 
ignorance of other professions which leads me to think 
we are often narrow in our views, and [ shall not press 
the diagnosis. As to our exhibition of omniscience, 
shall require a great deal of refutation to make me alter 
my opinion. Who ever heard a M.R.C.V.S. say “I 
don’t know.” We always know, and our diagnosis is as 
certain as our directions are dogmatic. Whilst we 
have been improving so have our clients in all classes, 
and recognition of their improved intelligence might 
well take form of occasionally confessing that we “do 
not know.” The more ignorant a man is the more he is 
impressed by mystery and dogmatic assertion, but in 
these days there are many men who know that the prac- 
tice of medicine and surgery is not a mystery but an art, 
founded on knowledge and reason. 

Not only have we all faults but we have grievances, 
and the more narrow the view we take of them the 
more worry and trouble they cause. We have a 
grievance against the State because whilst we worked 
for it in suppressing disease which used to increase our 
incomes, we se not received in return the full measure 
of recognition and employment we think we deserve. 
That grievance I believe is now recognised by the 
Authorities and will gradnally be abated. 

We have a grievance against quacks and quackery in 
that they impose upon our clients, and too often are 
accepted as good substitutes for veterinary assistance. 
We are sutfering for the sins of our fathers. Medical 
and veterinary practice for generations—for centuries— 
taught the general public to believe in nostrums and 
specifics. It will require a generation or two of science 
teaching to remove this fallacy, and we can only now 
“ orin and bear it.” 

Successful quackery requires bold advertisement, and 
our governing body denies veterinarians the right to 
advertise. I think justly so. If we allow advertising 
those who reap the most benefit would be those 

ossessed, not of the best professional talents— but who 
- least conscience, most audacity, and the smallest 
regard for their fellow practitioners. 

The Registration Committee has had many hard 
things said of it, but it has done good work. It has had 
to place itself in conflict with practices which were 
protitable and which a little while ago were looked upon 
with contemptuous toleration. It was certain to raise 
angry feelings, and it has not received such general sup- 
port from the profession as it had a right to expect. It 
1s to all men a disagreeable thing to enforce discipline 
among equals, and the Council of the R.C.V.S. has done 
some disagreeable work with the nicest discrimination 
Their work is having its effect and the time is near when 
some practices which we were not ashamed of once will 


be quite forgotten, and lose all power of temptation to 
our members. 

Another grievance some of us feel is the duty to serve 
on juries. We call ita grievance because other classes 
of men, with no better excuse than we have, are exempt. 
So long as a doctor, a chemist, or a schoolmaster has 
exemption, so long we consider we have a grievance, 
Personally I do not consider serving on juries a griev- 
ance, but I do hold that all exemptions are unfair and 
based upon illogical and false arguments. 

And now I fear I have apparently wandered a little 
from my subject, but my excuse is this—all the subjects 
I have touched on come under the cognisance of our 
Societies, and our thoughts on them lead often to action. 
As the Societies think to-day, so the whole profession 
think to-morrow. On us and our doings depend to some 
considerable extent the lines upon which we as a cor- 
porate body advance. We have great power for good or 
evil, and we shall do well to consider carefully not only 
the great movements which affect the work of our Coun- 
cil, but the smaller matters which affect us as_ indi- 
viduals or as members of a little calling struggling to 
improve. 

1 have attended many meetings of Societies and I 
never came away from one without having some error 


I| corrected or without some new information acquired. 


The legendary practitioner who declined to join the 
Society starting in his district and gave as his reason 
that “ he did not intend to tell other men all he knew, and 
did not want to know what the other fellows had to 
tell” is now an almost extinct species. We now are 
glad to give our experience and to hear that of others, 
knowing that each possesses only a limited sphere, and 
that the wider the field for observation and the more 
varied the workers in it the greater the probability of 
truth being attained. 


Septic INFLAMMATION OF THE Horse’s 
By Mr.-W. Huntrine. [Read at the previous meeting.] 


DISCUSSION. 


The Hon. Src., who had moved the adjournment of 
the discussion, first expressed the indebtedness of the 
Society to the reader of the paper, which was both in- 
teresting and practical, and afforded plenty of food for 
discussion. One of the most important questions raised 
by the essayist was that lymphangitis was of septic 
origin. He hardly agreed with Mr. Hunting with refer- 
ence to that disease. The latter had suggested that 
during the Sunday’s rest, horses injured one another in 
the stable, and that as a result of septic infection 
there was an attack of lymphangitis. In his district 
there were no stables which had not got proper parti- 
tions; besides which, such horses as he had charge of 
worked too hard during the week to do any knocking 
about on the Sabbath. With regard to horses subject 
to lymphangitis, it had been his plan, and especially 
with horses that were on contract, to see that they had 
a dose of some aperient on the Saturday, by which 
means he had often been able to ward off an attack of 
the disease. Passing on to the consideration of foot 
wounds, he would like to ask Mr. Hunting, How was it 
that some horses having pus in the foot took so little 
notice of it? Most of them who had forges would re- 
member the shoeing-smith calling their attention to a 
horse’s foot under-run with matter, and the animal show- 
ing no sign of lameness whatever. He himself had seen 
it on many occasions. 

With regard to the removal of horn in the treatment 
of injuries to the foot, some speakers at the previous 
meeting said they were in favour of laying the part open, 
making a good incision, and exposing the part thoronghly. 
He had come to the conclusion that Mr. Hunting was of 
the same opinion, that it was best to cut to the bottom 
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and make a good exit for the pus. With regard to corns, 
his (the speaker’s) opinion was that it was a great mis- 
take to cut corns out too much, the more they were 
cut the more likely they were to become worse. With 
reference to horses that had picked up nails in their 
feet in serious cases there was often a great amount of 
swelling almost like bony formation round the coronet, 
but by giving the patient a long rest, the swelling dis- 
appeared. 

r. W. CaRLEss said that on the last occasion he was 
unable to remain for the discussion, but he heard the 
paper, and enjoyed it very much. Country practitioners 
did not see much septic inflammation of the horse’s lee: 
healthy surroundings were against it. They got a fair 
amount of lymphangitis in horses that were middle- 
aged and over. He never looked upon it as septic, and 
certainly in his own practice there was no reason to sup- 
pose it was. He looked "pon it as a choked-up condi- 
tion of the portal system; a uric acid storm in the sys- 
tem caused by over feeding and rest. The main object 
was to unload the portal system. In the case of corns, 
he did not see why the horn should not be removed 
Cutting out the horn was very necessary, and a little 
cauterising with an iron at blood heat was very bene- 
ficial, and enabled a horse to go sound better than if 
left to the possible consequence of suppuration. 

Mr. R. Over said he quite agreed that in some cases 
of septic articulation, a correct diagnosis was impossi- 
ble, and he was glad to hear that opinion -shared by a 
gentleman of Mr. Hunting’s standing. 

Mr. Brooke said that before they could get inter- 
ference with a gland, there must be an absorption of 
septic material in some part of the area; and although 
they were all agreed that lymphangitis was due to an 
overcharged condition of the system, still there must be 
some local infection to start the process. There was 
another question he should like to ask, as to ulceration 
in the valves of the lymphatics. It was of a bacterial 
nature, but he wondered whether it occurred in the ordi- 
nary course of lymphangitis or as the result of an infec- 
ted wound. He could call to mind a horse with ulcera- 
tion upon the valves of the lymphatics, and he was con- 
vinced that it was not of a specific character. 

Mr. Cor thought that in the case of lymphangitis 
horses at the week-ends were liable to injure their legs 
Some men were inclined to think that infection occurred 
from hair follicles. or from some small injury to_ the 
legs through rubbing, especially if horses were fed on 
maize and got irritable skins, there was ulcerated derma- 
titis; could Mr. Hunting suggest something that would 
heal up a wound of that kind in less than three or four 
months ? 

Mr. BuRcHNALL said there was one thing which 
struck him about lymphangitis, and he could not quite 
agree with Mr. Hunting’s suggestion that it was due to 
the entrance of a microbe through injuring the leg 
while the animal was resting over the Sunday. Some 
animals would have an attack of lymphangitis on_ the 
average every two or three weeks; and another animal 
wonld not have an attack at all, no matter what might 
be done to induce it. He favoured a dose of medicine 
and a little exercise, when possible; but he objected to 
fomenting animals and then sending them into the open 
air, 

Mr. Goxp asked, if this disease was due to a specific 
or aoptic organism, how did they account for its recur- 
ring? Was it because the organism lay dormant, or 
was there another injury and the introduction of 
another organism? In country districts they found 

orses get thick legs at certain periods of the year, and 
he had especially noticed it when horses were changing 
their coats, from the spring coat tc the sammer coat, or 
from the summer coat to the winter coat. Whether 


occurred in horses before they were tive years old! It 
was very rarely, too, that they got a case when the horse 
Was outat grass. 

Mr. Barper said he saw many cases of lymphangitis. 
His opinion was that it came after a little rest through 
over-nutrition and when the lymphatics were over- 
charged, There was no infection at all about lymphan- 
gitis; there might be in London, in some of the slums 
there. (Laughter). 

Mr Spencer said he was not a believer in the bae- 
terial theory of lymphangitis, though he would not ex- 
press himself quite as forcibly as the previous speaker 
had done. He thought the facts were against the theory. 
lake an acute attack; the symptoms were that the 
horse, having had a day’s rest, commenced blowing and 
showing other signs of systemic disturbance. If it was 
a case in which bacteria invaded the limb, they would 
surely get some manifestation in the limb before the 
lymphatic gland itself was implicated. [f it was due to 
infection, could Mr. Hunting explain by his theory why 
he (the speaker) could guarantee an attack of lymphan- 
gitis in certain horses if they were given the necessary 
restand food? Again. if bacteria were the cause of the 
mischief, he did not think it would yield so readily to 
treatment as it did. 

Mr. A. Over said he did not feel quite in accord with 
the essayist when he suggested that lymphangitis was 
of a microbic nature. It was generally found in horses 
that had been highly fed. With regard to treatment, he 
generally favonred a dose of physic, followed up by 
diuretics at the proper time, with iodide of potassium. 
Exercise, he thought, was useful at any time; but let the 
exercise be light, as to work the patient much might 
bruise the tissues. 

Mr. Locke said he was sometimes much concerned 
by a sudden attack of lymphangitis, and assuming, as 
the essayist had suggested, that it was due to a specific 
germ, it might be that over-feeding was an exciting 
cause. He had a case a fortnight ago, in which a light 
horse had a very acute attack ~~~ 105, blow- 
ing fearfully and an enormous leg. So far as he 
could see, the patient had not been much overfed, and 
he could not understand why it should be so charged in 
the lymphatics without some exciting cause. He was in- 
clined to agree, too, with the essayist, that there must 
be some other exciting cause besides over-feeding. He 
had seen cases in which there had certainly been no 
kicking or rubbing, though there might have been some 
abrasion that he coild not see. With regard to the 
necrotic condition of the cartilage in a case of quittor, 
he did not think the necrotic portion was the cause of 
the quittor, but the opposite. — With regard to corns, he 
did not believe in what was called entting out corns, — If 
they removed the pressure, and took care there was no 
injary from from shoeing afterwards, they were more 
likely to get a cure. 

Me [son did not altogether hold with Mr. Hunting’s 
idea as to the bacterial origin of lymphangitis. With re- 
gard to quittor, he did not think necrosis of the earti- 
lage was due to the original injury. It was due to the 
pressure and the advance of the pus, but they could not 
call it a quittor until they got necrosis of the lateral 
cartilage. With regard to cellulitis, he had several 
cases when he was up north. He did not call it cellulitis; 
he called it phlegmonons erysipelas. The sloughing went 
through right down to the hock. ; : 

The PrestpENt, replying to the discussion, thanked 
the members for their reception of his paper. The more 
effective attack had been upon his theory as to lym- 
phangitis, and he :ertainly put a good deal of store upon 
what had been said against it, though he was not in- 
clined to acknowledge himself in the wrong. He would 
try tocompromise with them; all seemed to agree that 
there was, at any rate, considerable disturbance of the 


lying in the stable or not, these cases kept cropping Up. 
hen, again, if it was specific, how was it that it rarely 


lymphatic system. He was struck with a remark by 
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Mr. Carless for whose poe observation he had very 
= respect. Mr. Carless said that in his treatinent, 
e wished to unload the portal system, apparently con- 
necting some digestive disturbance with the disease. In 
his (the speaker’s) suggestion that the cause of lym- 
phangitis must be a wound which admitted bacteria of 
some kind, he had over-looked the fact that there was 
another means of entrance from above. It had been 
suggested by Continental authorities that bacterial in- 
fection proceeded from the abdomen downwards. Mr. 
Spencer drew attention to the fact that the first thing to 
be seen was an enlargement of the lymphatic gland, but 
he did not think they could get away from the fact that 
the origin was bacterial, whether the infection was 
through the abdomen or through the skin of the leg. 
They always found high temperature early in the case, 
but they could get a lot of swelling about the leg with- 
out a high temperature, as the result of injury. What 
sent the temperature up and produced constitutional 
disturbance, so-called, was bacterial infection. He was 
inclined to think that the bacterial infection which 
caused sloughing of the glands was only an aggravated 
form of the mischief. He was asked why it recurred. 
Some horses seemed to have a greater tendency to it 
than others. By way of explanation, he could only sug- 
gest that when once they had over-distension of the 
lymphatic vessels they did not easily recover their 
calibre and their tone. Why it should come in old 
horses and not in young ones, he did not know; but he 
would ask, in support of his theory about bacteria, why 
milk fever was not found in cows with their first or 
second calf? Many diseases were not found in young 
animals, and possibly, if they knew the explanation it 
would be a very simple one indeed. As to cracked 
heels, he had been asked how it was that the heal- 
ing of wounds in the |coronet was so difficult. It 
was because the parts were bound down by_ tissue 
which was not easily reproduced, and the healing, 
therefore, was naturally slow and difficult. The 
moral was to treat with everything that would des- 
troy the bacteria, and not foment or poultice, which 
would aggravate them. How could there be matter 
in the hoof without lameness! was another ques- 
tion. That was very important from a_ veterinary 
jurisprudence point of view. If he had not seen a case 
he would not have believed it, but he had seen more 
than one case where a horse had gone out sound in the 
morning, and been stopped on the road and the driver 
charged with cruelty—spavined hock, the cruelty inspec- 
tor might call it. Of course the matter must have been 
there before the horse left the stable, but there was noth- 
ing about the animal’s movements to suggest its pre- 
sence, and he knew of cases where at least 24 hours 
must have elapsed before the lameness arose. It seemed 
inexplicable, but it was a question to be borne in mind 
when they were giving evidence in a case of cruelty, 
for instance. He had had the pleasure of seeing a case 
belonging to a brother practitioner of septic inflamma- 
tion spreading from a cracked heel. The horse had 
influenza and congestion of the lungs, with cracked heel. 
The patient seemed to be going on all right, when some- 
thing went wrong with the heel, and in a few days he 
died. The post-mortem showed that he had septic in- 
flammation of the fetlock joint, the tendons, and the 
knee joints, as well as swelling up to the elbow. One of 
the speakers had expressed a partiality for the term 
phlegmonous erysipelas ; it was a nice sounding name, 
and personally he did not care what it was called, but in 
the end he supposed it was cellulitis. There was some 
objection to his definition of quittor. His definition of 
a quittor was an opening at the coronet, from which 
matter constantly flowed, due to necrosis of the lateral 
cartilage. He had been asked whether necrosis of the 
cartilage was cause or effect. They might have any 
number of injuries about the foot, but if they did not 


affect the cartilage and did not cause necrosis, they 
would heal. There was a little misunderstanding among 
some of his critics with regard to the removal of horn, 
They had the idea that he was afraid to remove horn : 
not at all. What he was opposed to was the excessive 
removal of horn. He did not think it was worth while 
to denude the sensitive structure of the foot uniess they 
were obliged. Removing the horn did not }revent sup- 
puration ; it only afforded it an exit. 


On the motion of the Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. 
Gooch, the President was thanked very heartily not only 
for his paper, but also for his Presidential address, and 
he was requested to permit the publication of the latter 
in the veterinary journals. 

Before separating, the members, as usual, had tea 


together. 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., Hon. See. 


LAHORE VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Sir Denzi. lBBetson’s CouNSEL. 


Sir Denzil Ibbetson presided on May 3rd at the 
annual prize distribution of the Punjab Veterinary 
College, Lahore, and in the course of an_ interesting 
speech said :— 

Much of the success which the College has achieved 
is undoubtedly due to the students themselves and to 
the admirable material which the Punjab provides. Our 
Punjabi veterinary students have been in South Africa 
China, Somaliland, Rhodesia, Mombassa, the Straits 
Settlements, the Andamans, Tibet, Burma and Nigeria 
and everywhere they have done good work and been a 
credit to their province and their College. So much for 
quality. And now how about quantity. I asked m 
friend, Mr. Renouf, how many agricultural cattle of all 
kinds there were in the Punjab and he promptly replied 
13,334,648. I also asked him how many non-gazetted 
veterinary officers there were in employ and he said 103. 
That is to say we have one veterinary officer for every 
130,000 head of cattle. Now it would be improper for 
me in any way to commit the Punjab Government, but 
I think I may, without undue rashness, say that that is 
not enough, and that we should like to see a much 
larger number at work. My personal view is that the 
very least we should be content with is a veterinary 
hospital in each considerable town and an_ itinerating 
veterinary dispensary in each tahsil, and in time I hope 
that every tahsil will have two or three of them. But 
that will not be until we have convinced the people of 
the value of our work. Lam glad to see from Major 
Pease’s report that he already has many more applica- 
tions than he can accept, so that he is able to choose the 
best ;and [ am especially glad to see that the propor- 
tions of free students who come without the assistance 
of 4 scholarship is large, for the fact shows that the 
training is valued as affording a career to its possessor. 
I hope that as the district veterinary establishment is 
gradually organised and expanded the demand for men 
will increase, their prospects will be improved, and the 
College will flourish more mightily than ever. 

And now I should like to say just one word to you 
young men who have finished your course and are going 
out to practise what you have learnt here. I speak 
especially to those who are going to civil duty in the 
district. Remember that your chief care is the cattle 
of the villagers. They cannot come to you and it will be 
your business to go to them, to travel about seeking for 
opportunities of being useful. The prosperity of the 
Punjab depends upon its agriculture, and its agriculture 
depends upon its cattle. And there can be no work of 
more real practical value to your province and its people 
than that upon which you will be engaged for some 
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years tocome. You will have an uphil. struggle before 


you but you must not be discouraged. You have to 
teach the people to believe in your cattle doctrine just as 
the surgeons had to teach them to believe in our man 
doctoring. But to do this you must work hard and do 
your very best. If you are careless and idle or ignorant 

ou will not merely lose opportunities of doing good. 

ou will do much worse than that. Yon will do posi- 
tive harm by setting the people against veterinary aid. 
Yon are entering an honourable and a useful profession. 
See that you do credit to it and to the College which has 
given you the means of earning your livelihood. (Ap- 
plause.)— 7'imes of India. 


A SOUTH AFRICAN DISEASE OF SHEEP. 


At a meeting of the Pathological Society of London 
the following account was given of a disease we have 
hitherto not seen mentioned :— 

Dr. W. E. pe Korré showed a Morbid Growth ob- 
tained from the Anus of an Angora Ewe. The Angora 
goat was an importation into South Africa where this 
disease occurred, and it was remarkable that the abori- 
ginal goat of the country, the so-called Cape goat, was 
practically immune to this disease. The ewe was nearly 
always affected, though rarely the ram was also attacked, 
and then the penis was said to be the site of the disease. 
The apparent immunity of the male might, however, be 
due to their relatively small number in a flock compared 
to the females. The disease rarely, if ever, affected ani- 
mals under two years of age, the age incidence being 
from two to four years. Particular strains of ewes ap- 
peared to be more susceptible than others, those having 
a peculiar whitish appearance about the anus, roots of 
the horns, eyes, and nostrils being particularly liable to 
the disease. The disease started as a small wart which 
gradually spread and the whole of the anus might be- 
come involved. It soon, however, underwent ulceration 
and presented a raw fungating mass which bled readily 
and emitted a horrible foetor, and became the abode of 
maggots and of bush lice. A further point of interest 


- was the incurability of the disease; all sorts of caustics, 


including arsenious acid, had been tried without avail, 
and after lingering on for some months the affected ani- 
mal died in a cachetic condition. So well was the 
mortal character of the disease recognised that careful 
farmers invariably cut the throats of the diseased ewes 
as soon as it was detected, and this was done not only 
on humanitarian grounds but because it was generally 
believed to prevent the spread of the malady in the 
flock, the ram being supposed to convey the disease from 
one animal to another. He had, unfortunately, not 
been able to make post-mortem examination so he could 
not say whether metastasis occurred. As regarded the 
nature of the tumour there was some difference of 
opinion. Dr. E. F. Bashford, to whom the specimens 
were submitted, had no hesitation in saying that the 
growth was a granulomatous character, though he did 
not give any particular reason for this conclusion. | On 
the other hand, Mr. 8. G. Shattock, Dr. R. T. Hewlett, 
and Mr. J. H. Targett thought the growth was an alveo- 
lar sarcoma. Dr. de Korté was of opinion that there 
were two forms of infection, the deeper one consisting 
of a fibrous network containing comparatively large 
nucleated cells. There were no  blood-vessels in this 
deeper portion or any ulceration. The superficial por- 
tion of the growth was evidently of an ulcerative charac- 
ter and was no doubt the seat of a bacterial infection, 
which it could hardly escape, exposed as it must be from 
its situation to all sorts of contamination. 7’he Lancet. 


PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE. 


We have frequently had occasion to notice that 
peculiar compound known as “ Professional Etiquette.” 
lhis peculiar compound is exceptionally peculiar in the 
form in which it is nominally kept up in the veterinary 
profession. Some of our friends of the veterinary pro- 
fession are strenuous, if not conscientious, objectors to 
any methods of spreading a knowledge of veterinary 
science among the masses of stockowners, and onl 
recently an attempt has been made in one of the veteri- 
nary journals to raise a prejudice against any members 
of the profession who write popular articles on veteri- 
nary subjects in “lay” papers, or who answer queries on 
veterinary subjects in “lay” papers. The object of 
these sticklers for professional etiquette evidently is to 
keep all knowledge of veterinary science within the pro- 
fession, and prevent it from reaching the masses, But 
in that case, if they are to be consistent, they should 
object in the same way to any of their number writing 
popular treatises describing the symptoms and treat- 
ment of stock maladies. They should object to the 
Principal of the London Veterinary College writing in 
the Royal Agricultural Society’s Journal notes on the 
maladies investigated by the Veterinary Department of 
that Society. They should object in the same way to 
any of their number delivering popular lectures on 
veterinary subjects under the auspices of county councils 
or agricultural colleges. All that sort of work is design- 
ed to spread a knowledge of veterinary science among 
the masses of stockowners, but, on the principle of “ Pro- 
fessional Etiquette,” it is on precisely the same principle 
as writing popular articles on veterinary subjects, or 
answering veterinary queries in the “lay” papers. But 
most assuredly we find many of the most prominent 
men in the profession ready to deliver popular lectures 
on veterinary subjects under the auspices of county 
councils oragricnitural colleges. Even the chief adviser 
of the Board of Agriculture was engaged in that work 
before he went out to the South African war as a soldier 
of fortune, and found himself appointed chief veterinary 
adviser to the Government. te practice which is 
held to be subversive of the fundamental principles of 
“Professional Etiquette” is advertising. And yet, as 
we all know, that most stringent rale of professional 
etiquette is more honoured in the breach than in the 
observance, only the professional man, instead of adver 
tising his business openly as a business man would do, is 
driven to find ways and means of getting his advertising 
done gratuitously, We could tell some significant facts 
on this point, but we forbear, But we cannot help 
noticing what looks very like a new departure in the way 
of “ Professional Etiquette” in the veterinary profession, 
The current issue of the Veterinary Journal contains 
an article by one of its editors, namely Col. Nunn, 
D.S.¢ )., &e., on™ The Use of Sugar as a Food 
for Animals.” The article in question is nominally on 
“Snear as a Food,” but actually it is nothing more nor 
less than an advertisement of Molassine Meal. The 
tenor of Col. Nunn’s whole argument is “ Great is sugar 
as a food, and Molassine Meal is the most profitable 
form in which it can be fed to animals.” A few pages 
further over in the same Journal we come upon a 
double-page advertisement of Molassine Meal, hut that 
was only to be expected, in view of ‘ol. Nun's editorial 
article, We are far from saying a single word iugainst 
either Molassine Meal or Col. Nunn’s scientific argu 
ment in its favour, Business is business, of course, and 
innumerable stockowners testify both by their business 
orders and their written testimonies, to the merits of 
Molassine Meal. But how this sort of advertising 
squares with professional etiquette is a very different 
question. We are all familar nowadays with the news- 


paper paragraph which has a “catchy ” heading, and in 
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3 its opening sentences promises to convey some very use- in an acticn to recover back the price of a mare which 
iy ful and interesting information, but which soon lands was sold by the defendant to the plaintiff and which, 
the reader in an advertisement of soothing syrup, or after being paid for, was drowned before it reached the 
some patent medicine of that sort. But we hardly ex- plaintiff's possession. The plaintiff was a horse dealer 

= that the editor of a veterinary journal was to fol- at Southampton. The defendant was the Crown bailiff 

ow the lead of the advertisement paragraphist of the on Barton’s Farm, Isle of Wight, presented to the public 

tent medicine man. Of course, it may be said that by the King. The mare, after the purchase, was sent 

Col. Nunn’s article is not published in a “lay” paper, from the island by the defendant to the plaintiff at 

"i but is published according to the regulations of “ Pro- | Southampton, and was drowned as it was being landed 

+ fessional Etiquette,” in a “professional” or “class” | at Southampton ;and the question was whose was the 
paper. That is true enough, but it was published with | property in the mare when she was drowned. The de- 
the view of being distributed wholesale over the coun- | fendant paid the carriage. His man took the mare to the 
try, and being quoted all round in “lay ” papers so as to | boat, and signed the consignment note “on the owner's 
be brought under the notice of stockowners. That | bebalf.” The Judge found that it was part of the bar- 
again, is good business, but whether it is in accordance | gain that the mare should be delivered at Southampton, 
with the principles of that mysterious compound known | but it was now submitted for the defendant that there 
as “ Professional Etiquette” is a very different question. | was no evidence to support this finding. 

When scientific Editorials in professional veterinary! Mr. Boydell Houghton ——— for the defendant ; 
journals are made the means of advertising patent tood | Mr. Norman Craig for the plaintiff. _ 

' pee and patent medicines, where does the “ Pro-| _The Lord Chief Justice, in giving judgment, said that 
essional Etiquette” come in’? — The North British | they were extremely careful not to interfere with find- 
Agriculturist. ings of fact where there was any evidence to support 

== | them ; but in this case there was no evidence of inten- 

tion that the property should not pass until the mare 

DELIVERY OF A HORSE—APPEAL was delivered to the plaintiff at Southampton. Where 
ta In the King’s Bench Division, before the Lord Chief | 1% then, if 1t was to said that the property cid not 

Justice of te Mr. Justice Kennedy, and Mr. Jus- | Pass at the time of payment, there must be substantial 
’ tice Ridley. evidence of such an intention. | 
RicHarps v. Grecson.—This was an appeal by the The other learned Judges concurred, and the appeal 

defendant from a judgment for the plaintiff for £35 | W@5 accordingly allowed.--The Tomes. 

given by the Judge of the Southampton County Court 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 
Anthrax. [| and-Mouth | (including Cases cep! Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Oat- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-] Out- | Slaugh- 
mals. fbreaks mals. mals. Dogs. | Other breaks] breaks. | tered * 
| | | | 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended May 27} 18 | 22 | | 53 8 2 
1904 ..] 34 | 597] .. | .. | 39 | 65 | 58 | 282 
Corresponding week in 1903 ..] 18 , 29 3L | 43 11 35 208 
1 16 | 35 | | a4} 47) ig 
Total for 21 weeks, 1905 .. .. | 446 658 494 888 | 632] 317 | 1510 
1904 .. 456 721 | .. | .. | 608 1118 | 1034} 587 | 3122 
Corresponding period in 1908 .. | 346 | 532 869] .. 1126 626 2987 
1902 .. | 314 | 528 i 120 | 450 853 il | 1060 674 $251 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 30, 1905. 
IRELAND. Week endedMay20] .. | .. | .. | .. | |. 3 
Corresponding Week in 1905 .. os oe va 3 58 
Total for 20 weeks, 1905 2 2 9 | 2 | 213 8 312 
1904 .. 2 2 3 18 353 44 1216 
Corresponding period in 1903 .. -- 1 2 | | 376 35 1051 
(1902 4] 19 | 420 65 | 1274 


Epizootic Lymphangitis, Week ending Jan. 14, 2 cases; Feb. 25, 2 cases; March 25, 10 cases. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, May 25, 1905. 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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SHEEP SCAB ORDER. 


The following important memorandum was issued b 
-the Board of Agriculture on Wednesday :—The Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries received, 
at the Board of Agriculture on Saturday, a deputation 
representative of the flockmasters of the northern coun- 
ties of Scotland, who desired to lay before him their 
views on the subject of the Board’s Order ap lying the 

rovisions of the Sheep Scab (Regulation of ta Bar 
Siedese of 1905 to the movement of sheep from the urea 
scheduled in the Board’s Order of 28th March. 

The deputation, after pointing out the detrimental 
effects upon the trade in sheep which would, in their 
opinion, follow from the enforcement of the Movement 
Orders, assured the President that he could rely upon 
the energetic co-operation ot the local authorities con- 
-cerned if the compulsory dipping of all sheep within the 
scheduled area were enforced as an alternative to the 
movement regulations. 

The President, in reply, informed the deputation that 
the Board had but one object in view, namely, the 
speedy eradication of sheep scab in the interests of the 
flockmasters themselves. The Board were, however, 
bound to take into account the interests of flockniasters 
throughout the country generally, and, after a very care- 
‘ful review of all the circumstances he could not, on the 
information before him, assent to the unrestricted move- 
ment of sheep out of the scheduled area in present cir- 
cumstances. He was advised that there were very 

eat difficulties in the way of formulating any compre- 

ensive scheme for the compulsory and efficient dipping 
-of all sheep within that area under conditions such as 
would justify him in withdrawing the restrictions, but if 
the various local authorities concerned could devise such 
.a scheme and were unanimous in their desire to have it 
carried out, the position would be msterially altered. 
He suggested, therefore, that the members of the depu- 
tation should meet again in the afternoon in conference 
with the Departmental officers concerned to consider 
the details of any such proposals. If the outlines of 
-any workable scheme could be then agreed upon, he 
would be very glad to take the matter into his further 
consideration. 

At the subsequent meeting it was decided that a 
-conference of the ‘local authorities concerned should at 
once be called to consider a scheme framed upon the 
following lines :—The dipping of all sheep within the 
area to be effected under supervision of the respective 
local authorities at the solliest practicable time, and 
within strictly limited dates, in one of the dips ap- 
proved by the Board for sheep scab. Owners of sheep 
to be required to give adequate notice to the local 
authority of their intention to dip, and of the proposed 
date of dipping, in order that proper supervision might 
be provided for, and also to be required by the local 
authority to produce satisfactory evidence that the pre- 
scribed dipping had been thoroughly and efliciently 
-earried out. All practicable steps to be taken to secure 
that sheep that had not been dipped should be kept as 
far as possible separate from sheep which had been 


members of the deputation present being of opinion that 
by a special effort, and with the goodwill of all con- 
-cerned, a scheme framed to meet all these points could 
be effectively enforced, Mr. Martin was deputed to frame 


the Board’s legal adviser, for immediate consideration 
by the representatives of the local authorities concerned. 


In the House ef Commons on Wednesday Mr. Fel- 


agreed, in response to the request of a deputation of 
Scottish flockmasters, which waited on him on Satur- 
day last, to postpone the operation of the Sheep Scab 


Y | (Regulation of Movement) Order until after 30th June, 


in order to allow time for the elaboration of a scheme 
to secure the compulsory dipping of all sheep within 
the scheduled area, under conditions such as would 
Justify him in contemplating the removal of the restrie- 
tions on the movement of sheep which were imposed by 
the Order.—T'he Scottish Farmer, May 27. 


Farcy Order Prosecution. 


At Stratford, Robert W. Orrocks, sen., Robert W. 
Orrocks, jun., of Creeksmouth, Barking, Henry Mac- 
crow, Glenny’s Wharf, Barking, and David Lungley, 
Fisher Street, Barking, were severally summoned for 
alleged offences against the Glanders and Farey Order 
of the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894. Mr. F. A. Stern 
appeared on behalf of the Essex County Council; Mr. 
George H. Young defended Lungley and Macrow; and 
Mr. H. G. Rooth defended the Orrockses. The Orrock- 
ses ure horse slaughterers, and the other defendants are 
in the employ of Messrs. Page, Calnan, and Co., builders’ 
merchants. According to Mr. Stern’s statement, on 
May 4 Mr. John Lee, M.R.C.V.S., was called by Lung 
ley into Messrs Page, Calnan’s premises and shown a 
horse. It had a sore on the leg, and Mr. Lee ordered it 
not to be moved. Two days later, having applied in the 
presence of Macrow and Lungley the test for farcy- 
glanders, he found that the case was one of glanders. 
When he called the next day to confirm the case he 
was told that the horse had been slaughtered and the 
carcase disposed of. Mr. Allen, the inspector for the 
Ceunty Council, was then informed, and together they 
called upon Mr. Orrocks, sen., who said the horse had 
been boiled up. Not being satisfied, they went to 
Orrocks’s premises, and there he said that his son had 
dealt with the animal, and he knew nothing about. it. 
Mr. Allen went round the premises, and Mr. Lee identi- 
fied the hide of the horse he had treated, and a young 
man named Orrocks produced the head and some other 
portions of the body, an examination of which by Mr. 
Comerford, veterinary surgeon, proved that the animal 
had snffered from farcy-glanders. For Lungley Mr. 
Young submitted that the evidence showed there was no 
detinite knowledge of the disease, and the summons 
must fail; for Macrow there was no offence against: the 
regulations made under the order, becanse no regulation 
had been proved, and he did not cause the horse to be 
moved, although he gave orders for it to be slaughtered. 
Mr. Rooth took the same technical objection, and sub- 
mitted that the prosecution had absolutely failed to 
make out their case. Mr. Stern said the proceedings 
were taken, not under any loca! authority, but under the 
order of the Act itself. Mr. Burnett Tabrum said that 
the point was so important that the cases, with the ex- 
ception of Lungley’s, would be adjourned, Lungley was 
then called, and the Bench fined him £10 and costs for 
failing to give notice of the disease to the police.—7'he 
7 es, 


An Aged Fox-terrier. 


Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, M.R.C.V.S., Maryborough, 
ueen’s County, sends us the following note :— 

An Irish fox-terrier, the property of Mr. H. Moore, 
D.L., Creaceeorgan, Timahoe, Queen's County, has just 
died, having attained the ripe age of 20 years and 9 
months. 


lowes, in reply to Mr. Buchanan, said that he had 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons on May 25. 
Horse Disease IN WATERFORD. 


Mr. Power asked the Chief Secretary whether his 
attention had been called to a resolution adopted at the 
last meeting of the Waterford County Council, with 
reference to the spread among the horses in the county 
Waterford of the disease known as the South African 
disease ; and whether the Government would bear the 
entire cost of horses destroyed by orders of the veteri- 
nary inspectors in the county Waterford, with the view 
of exterminating this disease, which was introduced 
into Waterford by artillery horses sent there on the con- 
clusion of the war in South Africa. 

Mr. Lonc.—The resolution referred to suggests that 
a general order for the slaughter of diseased horses 


‘should be issued, but the Department of Agriculture 


consider the requirements of the case have been met by 
the local order which has been issued, and which is 
applicable to the particular outbreak. A further local 
order will be framed if necessary. The reply to the last 
inquiry is in the negative.— /reeman’s Journal. 


HEARD ON THE TELEPHONE. 


Mr. Henry Barnes Hunt, of Oxford House, Hazlett 
Road, West Kensington, was summoned by the police 
at Westminster for causing a horse to be cruelly tortured 
by travelling the same while in an unfit state. 

Mr. Morton Smith, barrister, for the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, said the case was a 
serious one, and his worship would be asked to deal 
with it, having some regard to the previous history of 
Mr. Hunt’s horses. The destiny of some of the animals 
was rather doubtful ; it was believed they finished their 
career in foreign parts. 

Prof. Pritchard and Mr. Wm. Kirk, of the Veterinary 
College, said the animal was acutely and chronically 
lame, suffering from wasted muscles and skin disease ; in 
fact, quite unfit to travel. 

Chief Inspector Green, of the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals, deposed that on the 6th inst., 
when by chance he was present at offices in Horseferry 
Road, Westininster, defendant spoke over the telephone 
to Mr. Davies, the proprietor of the green-yard to which 
the lame horse was removed. Witness took one of the 
receivers of the telephone, and listened to the conversa- 
tion between defendant and Davies. Hunt said : 


I shall have Mr. Pearse; he isa very clever vet, but an 
awfully bad witness. I shall also call Mr. Bowman, who is 
avery clever witness, but not sucha clever vet. (Laughter.) 
. . » My defence will be that this horse was fit to walk. 
The worst of it is that the case will come before Mr. Curtis 
Bennett at Westminster. (Laughter.) Ifthe horse had got 
over the water the case would have gone before Mr. Hop- 
kins, and he would have been sure to have dismissed it on 
the evidence of my vet. 


Mr. Morton Smith: Did he mention his experiences 
before Mr. Curtis Bennett ? 

Witness: Yes. He said that he had been several 
times before Mr. Curtis Bennett, but was never convict- 
ed by him, because he (Mr. Bennett) knew that he would 
appeal. (Laughter.) 

Cross-examined : He was sure about Mr. Hunt’s voice 
over the telephone. It was a voice he should never for- 

et, as Hunt on one occasion called three men to throw 
im downstairs. (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. Warren, for the defence, contended that there was 
no proof whatever of guilty knowledge on the part of 
Mr. Hunt, who was the owner of a large number of 


horses, and had several sets of stables in the metro- 
lis. 

A number of veterinary surgeons were called, and their 
testimony was in direct contradiction to the expert evi- 
dence for the prosecution. 

Mr. Curtis Bennett said the telephone conversation, 
which was the important and interesting feature in this 
case, completely brought the charge home to the defen- 
dant. Two witnesses on the telephone heard the de- 
fendant admit that he sent the horse out from his 
stables at Kensington, and only wished it had got 
across the water—-into the district of another magistrate, 

Defendant (excitedly): I can prove I was never at the 
telephone. 

Mr. Curtis Bennett : Be quiet. You have not given 
evidence, and there has been no explanation of where 
these horses were going or how long you had had them. 
I shall convict you. sie 

Warrant-officer Webb proved a previous conviction for 
cruelty of £5 and three guineas costs at this Court in 
1898 by Mr. Marshall. 

Defendant protested against the previous conviction 
being put in evidence, as the Court of Appeal had since: 
aftirmed the principle of want of knowledge being a bar 
to conviction. 

Mr. Curtis Bennett fined defendant £5 and ten guineas 
costs, or two months. 

Defendant : I shall give notice of appeal. 


The University of Liverpool. Diploma in 
Veterinary Hygiene. 
This Diploma has been awarded to— 


Major E. E. Martin, A.V.D.: July, 1904. 
H. E. Cross, M.R.C.V.S.: March, 1905. 
W. Jowett, F.R.C.V.S. : 


P. HEBBLETHWAITE, Registrar. 


Waterford County Council and Vety. Inspectcrs. 


The Waterford Co. Council have drawn up a scheme 
for the appointment of veterinary inspectors for the 
county. The scheme provides for the appointment otf 

ualified veterinary surgeons (1) to reside in their respec- 
tive areas ; (2) to attend all fairs in their districts ; (3) 
to report monthly the absence of contagious diseases, 
and the steps necessary to prevent the spread of con- 
tagion where such exists ; (4) to attend and treat when 
called upon all cases of disease at a scheduled rate of fees 
to be paid by owners in proportion to their rating ; (5) 
when summoned to visit a case of contagious disease to 
prescribe and give all necessary directions of proper 
treatment gratis on the occasion of the first visit where 
the valuation does not exceed £15 per annum. In the 
event of further professional attendance scheduled fees 
to be'payable. The salary is £100 a year, and the scale 
of fees in addition thereto is—for ratepayers, valued at 
£25 or under, 2s. 6d. ; between £25 and up to £50, 5s. ; 
between £50 and up to £100, 7s. 6d. ; and over £100, 
10s. The scheme awaits the sanction of the Department 
of Agriculture.—-Farmers’ Gazette. 


Personal. 


Mr. Rogert Brypon, managing director of the Sea- 
ham Harbour (Londonderry) Stud Co., sustained # 
serious accident on Wednesday, May 24th. He was 
driving into South Hetton about a quarter past ten 
o'clock, when his horse shied at a man with a_ ladder, 
and ran on to an embankment at the side of the road. 
The result was that the vehicle was overturned, and Mr. 
Brydon was thrown out. Assistance was soon at hand, 
and Dr. Moore was sent tor. It was found that Mr. 


| | 
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Brydon’s thigh was broken. He was taken into a house 
in Hawthorn Terrace, and after being attended to was 
removed in the South Hetton Coal Co’s. ambulance to 
his residence, Dawdon Dene, Seaham Harbour.—V BA. 


Mr. Wo. F. Houston, M.R.C.V.S., Paisley, was one 
of the Judges of Light Horses shown in hand or saddle 
at the Lower Ward of Renfrewshire Agricultural Society 
Show. 


Mr. C. STEPHENSON, Newcastle-on-Tyne, acted as 
judge of the increasingly popular black-polled cattle of 
the Aberdeen Angus breed at the’Bath and West of Eng: 
land Agricultural Show held at Nottingham. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orricr, PALL MALL, May 19. 
IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 
Oxfordshire (Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars.)— 


Vet.-Lieut. (Hon. Vet.-Lieut. in the Army) H. C. Jagger 
resigns his Commission. 


OBITUARY, 


Henry NicHoLtson Carter, M.R.C.V.S., Guildford. 
Graduated, Lond: March, 1886. 


Mr. Carter died on Thursday, April, 27th, aged 41 
years. He was son of Mr. Charles Carter, M.R.C.V.S., 
of Guildford. Interment took place at Stoughton 
Cemetery, Guildford. 


James P.S. Waker, F.R.C.V.S., Oxford. 
Edin: April, 1866. 

Mr. Walker’s death occurred suddenly, on Tuesday, 
May 30th. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING. 
Sir, 

As Mr. Hobday has thought well in his letter in last 
Saturday’s Record to make a covert attack on me, perhaps 
you will kindly allow me to explain why I advertise, as Mr. 
Hobday says, abstaining from the use of the hard earned 
M.R.C.V.S. letters. 

I was one of the first veterinary surgeons in this country 
to operate on rig horses, having learnt the theory of it 
when helping Farmer Miles (the first man to do the opera- 
tion in this country) in 1878 and 1879. For years I adver- 
tised regularly without anything being said against it, then 
in 1895 the Registration Committee gave me notice that I 
must not advertise in any except professional papers, and 
they wrote me out a list giving me the names of four papers 
I could advertise in, viz., Uhe Veterinary Journal, The 
Veterinary Record, The Veterinarian, and M 'Fadyean’s 
Journal. This went on till 1899 when I had a letter from 
the Registration Committee telling me I must not advertise 
even in those papers. 

Some weeks ago a Registered man advertised in one of 
the veterinary papers, making use of the title veterimary 
surgeon. I wrote to the Registration Committee about the 
matter, and received a letter saying it was not a case In 
which they could interfere—evidently a Registered man can 
do as he likes, but a M.R.C.V.S. can't. As a good deal of 
my income for many years has been from rig castration | 
don’t see why I should let others advertise and do nothing 
myself, and for my part I don’t see that mine is a more 
Shamefaced way of doing this than Mr. Hobday’s, viz., 
writing a book giving a list of the cases operated on, and for 
many months advertising it in the papers with a heading in 


In conclusion, I am quite sure that no man who knows 
me will accuse me of not charging a proper fee for my work, 
or of not trying to keep up the status of the profession 
here, and also when travelling about. When away opera- 
ting on rigs I always refuse to do any other veterinary 
work or castration, except at the request of a veterinary 
surgeon.—Yours faithfully, 


James Buakeway. 
Stourbridge, May 30. 


“I will advertise thee what his people will do.” 
Num, xeiv., 14. 

‘My griefs cry louder than advertisement.” 
Shakespere. 
Sir, 

When ordering a veterinary surgeon insist upon seeing 
his label. This is not a brewer’s advertisement, but as at 
present administered, the precious bye-law re professional 
advertising appears to have been formulated in Timbuktu. 
A member of the R.C.V.S. may, under this extraordinary 
regulation do practically what he likes in taking his light 
from under a bushel, so long as he doesn’t tell an intelligent 
public he holds a degree qualifying him to give professional 
advice ; at the same time the individual who aims at secur- 
ing a client through the boastful pretensions of being a 
scientist, must submit, whether capable or otherwise, to 
the so-called strict professional protection (more arbitrary 
than just) of the Registration Committee. Are we reced- 
ing or advancing? is a question old practitioners are ask- 
ing. The recent eye-openers in the only independent 
veterinary journal, i.e., I'he Record, make us gasp with 
astonishment. Two blacks don’t make a white, but it 
would take a good many whites to white-wash what has 
recently been published concerning the puffs of pretenders to 
veterinary skill. I like the interpretation of Hudibras re the 
conduct of certain members of our body—so-called noble 
aspirants to fame and seats in high position—*‘ To make vain 
and loud’pretensions ; to boast, to quack of universal cures,”’ 
and the salvation of canine bodies, if not souls—assuming 
an hereafter, where in spiritual dogdom an appreciation of 
errthly veterinary services may be discussed to the music of 
golden harps, where advertisements, and al] things mun- 
dane are unknown, where operations cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest and joining enthusiastically in 
the dogsology. 

J. Wooprorre Hi. 

Bayswater, May 30. 
Sir, 
Will you kindly thank your correspondents * Unit ’’ and 
“ Young Practitioner ’’ for me, and inform them that they 
have unknowingly rendered me a service. 
The facts are that in April, 1904, one M.R.C.V.8. was 
struck off the Register for unprofessional conduct. It was 
shown the Registration Committee that this man’s accuser 
was even more guilty of unprofessional conduct, but they 
(the Registration Committee) declined to deal with this case, 
but screen and protect this F.R.C.V.S. 
Now the Registration Committee have got to give me an 
explanation as to why one man’s conduct is professional 
and the other is unprofessional, and for an identical 
offence. 
I have already given them twelve months to give me this 
explanation, but they evidently class me as a *‘* poor coun- 
try practitioner,’ and so can be ignored, etc. 
‘By advertising I compel our representatives to act, and 
whenever they publish Registration cases No. 1342 and No. 
1360, the profession will see what a farce it all is; and if 
that Committee or Council ignore me I can just as well 
ignore the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
My candidature for the Council is to render you a service, 
and also to see how our representatives do their business, 
or to learn what and when certain conduct is professional 
or unprofessional as the case may be, and the Registration 
Committee are fully aware of my intentions.—Yours 


faithfully, Kenveru Barker. 


wery big letters ‘‘ The Castration of Cryptorchid Horses.” 


Thornbury, Glo’ster, May 27. 
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Sir, 

I am very pleased to see that some of your readers are 
taking the matter of advertising up. This is a question 
that I do not understand at all, and if you will allow me 
space will explain my own position in the matter of ‘‘ adver- 
tising.’’ 

Some three years ago I had brass plates on places of call 
in the neighbouring villages, likewise had a brother practi- 
tioner, he residing in an adjacent town. I received a letter 
from the Registration Committee giving me notice to 
““immediately’’ have the said brass plates removed, as it 
came under the law of ‘‘ advertising.’’ I had the plates re- 
moved ; my brother practitioner did the same. 

Now 12 to18 months ago my brother practitioner re- 
placed all his brass plates, so not wishing to in any way 
violate the laws of professional etiquette I wrote to Mr. 
Thatcher asking if a new law had been passed so that now 
brass plates were permissible, he replied that the matter 
would be brought before the Registration Committee. After 


.a lapse of some time I am informed that the brother prac- 


titioner had given an explanation, and they (the Committee) 
had accepted it. I again wrote and asked if I might now 
also replace my brass plates. ‘‘Reply.’’ If you do it will 
be my painful duty to report you to the Registration Com- 
mittee. So that Committee must make rules for one sec- 
tion of veterinary practitioners and a different set for others. 
I should be glad if any one in the profession could explain 
this ‘‘enigma’’ to me, whether he be a member of the 
Council or not. 

Trusting I have not trespassed too much on your space, 
and thanking you in the anticipation of seeing this letter ap- 
pearing in your Record, I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

ONE WHO WANTS TO KNOW. 


[Assuming the facts to be correctly stated, some explana- 
tion seems called for.—Ep.]. 


Sir, 

I was very much amused when I saw three advertise- 
ments, supposed to be those of members of the profession, 
in the canine press, and cannot understand why some so 
strongly object to their professional brethren advertising in 
so meek a manner, since seeing laymen do and thereby take 
the bread out of the young practitioner’s mouth, whose 
pride seems to eat his vitals. After all, isn’t the practice of 
veterinary medicine a commercial calling, and don’t the 
public put that price upon it ? 

There is too much cant, especially from those in power, 
in the veterinary profession, Does it not allow some of its 
members, who may be also of the Council, to carry on the 
trade of horse-shoeing, jobmastering, horse-dealing, etc.. 
under cover of its diploma? Is this the way the profes- 
sion is elevating itself to a higher level ? 

What right has the Council to prevent a man advertising 
his Home or Infirmary? I believe none. The General 
Medical Council do not object to medical men advertising 
their Private Hosptitals, Infirmaries, Homes, Retreats, 
Sanatoria, etc., and appending their names and degrees at 
the bottom of the advertisement. On the other hand, they 
don’t allow them to carry on cobbling, tailoring, massag- 
ing, hairdressing and other branches of hygiene under their 
diplomas. Compare this action with that of the Veterinary 
Council. 

What harm has Mr. Kenneth Barker done the profes- 
sion or anybody in his locality by inserting a simple, un- 
varnished non-puffing advertisement in a doggy paper? He 
has no canine specialistic opponents in his vicinity, and why 
shouldn’t he carry his light into a dark yet perhaps fruitful 
country for his talent? By doing so will he not do credit 
to his profession and himself, and thereby benefit the 
public? What right has the Council preventing a member 
benefiting the public? (The Privy Council might decide 
that a similar action is a benefit to the public). 

I admire Mr. Barker, as he has courage of his convictions 
and puts his thoughts into practice. His advertisement, 
too, is not half so bad as some of manifold letterings, sign- 
boards, and various brass plates bedecking side-walls, front- 
walls, fascias, and door-posts of the trade premises of some 
trade-professional practitioners, even including members of 


the Council and of the Examining Body. This is not all; 
some have brass-plates, signboards, etc., on the premises of 
farriers, etc., over whom they have no control, and who 
can, and, in some instances, do, practice on their own 
behalf. 

Mr. Barker advertises openly and not obliquely, and prob- 
ably desires to get on to the Council so as to render himself 
immune to the action of Registration Committee. He dbes 
it beforehand, and if he obtains a seat on the Council I opine 
he will afterwards. Mr. Barker is too conscientious ; I am 
afraid he lacks the skill of the tactician. Some of his fellow 
candidates, and perhaps future colleagues, advertise, but not 
openly. The Registration Committee don’t advertise the 
fact on a post-card to the profession. 

Ought not experience to teach our profession that unless 
it alters its course it will end in a state chaos? Pride is all 
very well, but a full stomach is better. A thrifty calling, 
however so humble, is better than a half-starved, stifled 
genteel one. The quack is becoming rampant, the horse- 
keeper is ousting the veterinary surgeon and the quack 
medicine vendor is growing sleek, and the vetetinary sur- 
geon is becoming merely an inspector or “ tripe-washer.”’ 

Why is it that since our profession commenced to elevate 
itself (only on paper) by preventing its members advertising 
their gripe drinks, calving drenches, pig powders, and dog 
and cat pills, the quack-medicine vendor has increased a 
thousandfold, and the advertisement columns are teeming 
with descriptions of wonderful potions, powders, salves, 
etc. Some more bold than others have advertised their in- 
firmaries, that they may be consulted, and do visit if 
desired. Some call themselves ‘specialists,’’ ‘ canine 
specialists,’’ ‘‘ vaccinators,’’ etc. Is this not a pretty 
picture to behold? Young graduates wanting employ- 
ment and yet see this going on! The Registration Commit- 
tee is watching to devour a fleshless corpse! 

Who has educated the public to use the term “canine 
specialist,’’ etc.? Has it not been of the veterinary practi- 
tioner’s doing? The use of this term by laymen has been 
copied from the dog-doctor who was not satisfied with his 
legal qualification but must introduce another over which 
the Registration Committee seems to have no control un- 
less used by a member of the profession. 

What does one require with a multiplication of titles? 
The Council should make it imperative that any member of 
the profession using a title other than the legal one denot- 
ing his profession he should be adjudged guilty of disgrace- 
ful conduct. 

The public frequently view the “canine specialist,” 
“‘canine surgeon,’’ etc., as something different from a 
veterinary surgeon ; they often look upon him as a quack 
with supernatural knowledge if they don’t find him out as a 
humbug. 

Are not veterinary surgeons an apathetic lot? They 
grumble and leave matters to take their course. They say 
trade is bad, so we mustn’t waste time as we shall lose a 
crumb and that fellow over the other side of the street will 
get it. 

To sum up—lIs it not jealousy—a natural instinct ? 

Anti-Hvumeve. 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND PaPEeRS RECEIVED.—Messrs. J. J. 
Bell, H.E.Cross, H.A. Reid, R. Rutherford, K. Barker, 
W. Jowett, J. Blakeway, J. Woodroffe Hill, Lt. H. E. 
Gibbs, Miss N. Wilson, F.E.P.. Anti-Humbug,” 
“Fairplay,’’ ‘One who wants to know.’’ 


The North British Agriculturist, The Agricultural Journal 
(Cape), Reports of Chief Vety. Surgeon and Asst. Vety. Sur- 
geons for half year to June 30, 1904. Dept. of Agric., Cape o 
Good Hope. Annual Report, Dept. of Agric., Transvaal, t 
30 June, 1904. Journal of Royal Sanitary Institute, Annwil 
Report, Pennsylvania State Coll: Agric: Expt: Station, Oct. 
1904. The Carlisle Patriot. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, a0 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers containing facts of interest. 
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